





This PDR P./ folde __ contains first-generation scans and/or photographs 
of original UNCLASSIFIED historical papers in the public domain stored in the Air Force 
Historical Research Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. SMSgt (Ret.) Rob Rosenberger 
accessioned the enclosed document(s) into his personal collection and he donates this 
effort to the PUBLIC DOMAIN. 


EO 12958: ~/A My accession: /7 607 22 Unitials: Jib 


LEO 
Tord Son 

Date(s): YY 19072 

Call: KY¥27, 752-2 

Vuiuine: 


mi ALL [] Selected Papers [ ] Except 


Title: if y oF _/ VAT, Dike Gt/ GUL Lhd bru LAM 





FROM: (Activity transferring documents) 


dV 






9 ONVW 
wuos 


PACKAGE NUMBER CONTROL NUMBER | SUSPENSE DATE 
CLASSIFICATION FILE DESIGNATION |DATE DISPATCHED 
st SS oy 


rm 
DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT(S)(Indicate type (letter, message, etc.) and the number of copies; subject (short title if classified); number of at- 


tachments; and any other identifying data. Changes in the description (additions, withdrawals, etc.) will be shown with the date and 
initials of individual making entry.) 


1. Bio of Maj Gen Leon Wm Johnson, USAF (3-3277-10) 


DOCUMENT 


HQ USAF (CHO) WASH DC 20330 


TO: 
ASI/HOA, MAXWELL AFB AL 36112 


GOLe ° 


INTERNAL 
ROUTING 





ov 
2. Spl Proj File BG Frederick William Castle (4-17-18-12) rag 
3. SSgt Henry EB, Erwin, 1945 (4-2404-8) Rae 
4, Brigadier General Frederick W Castle, Medal of Honor (4-2404-4) 5 Om 
5. Bio Data - Awards and Decorations Names beginning CAS ( 4-1947-43¢) 35 
6, Medal of Honor 1944-46, Ki41.2421VANCE (4-2404~27) 2 


wards and Decorations Names Beginning "VA"1942-1944-1945 (4-2081-16A) K141.2421VA) 


%. Award 
PIITITLTTTILTTL LTA T ALL 11 /WOPBING FOLLOWS, / L/L LLL LILI LIT 1107 


+ 





DOCUMENT RECEIPT (Recipient Wilf FIRST DETACH COPY, then complete and return to sender immediately.) 


RECEIVING OFFICE TYPED OR PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF RECEIVER SIGNATURE DATE RECEIVED 

















DESTRUCTION CERTIFICATE. (Check appropriate box) PALS 
The material listed above has been L_]destroyed Fal committed to the special destruction activity according to AFR 205-1. 
TYPED OR PRINTED NAME, TITLE AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL TYPED OR PRINTED NAME,TITLE AND SIGNATURE OF WITNESSING OFFICIAL 


id1393a GNV 
qg4yoo34 INAWNDOG 





POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
HQ USAF DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASH DC 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 








RESERVE INFORMATION OFFICE ¢ ‘a 
HEADQUARTERS CONTINENTAL ATR COMMAND TAN a, 
Mitchel Air Force Base, New York ie ppp 
Tele: Garden City 3-000 ‘ED 


Exts. 121, 122, 123 
MAJOR GENERAL LEON WILLIAM JOHNSON, USAF 


Leon William Johnson was born at Columbia, Missouri, September 13, 
190h,. He was graduated from the U,. S,. Military Academy and commissioned 
a second lieutenant of Infantry June 12, 1926, 


His first assignment was at Fort Crook, Nebraska, where he served 
with the 17th Infantry until March, 1929, when he entered primary flying 
school at Brooks Air Force Base, Texas. In October, 1929, he transferred 
to advanced flying school at Kelly AFB, Texas, and was graduated with the 
rating of pilot in February, 1930, He was then ordered to Mitchel AFB, 
New York, as adjutant and cngincering officer of the Fifth Observation 
Squadron, On March 2l), 1930, he was transferred to the Air Force. 


In June, 1932, General Johnson was assigned as adjutant and 
operations otficer of the Second Observation Squadron at Nichols /FB. 
Three years later he entered the California Institute of Technolozy, 
where he received his Master of Science degree in metcorology in June, 
1936, 


General Johnson's next service was at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, as 
base operations officer in which capacity he served until July, 1937. 
He then beeame regional control officer of the Third Weather Region and 
commanding officer of the Third Weather Squadron at Barksdale AFB. “A 
year later he entered the fir Corps Tactical School at Maxwell AFB, 
‘flabama, from which he was graduated in August, 1939, 


He then returned to his duties at Barksdale AFB and in July, 190, 
became commander of the headquarters and headquarters squadron of the 
Third Bombardment Gronp at that station. The following month he was 
appointed operations officer of the Third Bombardment Group at Savannah 
(Georgia) Air Base and in December, 1910, assumed command of the “lOth 
Reconnaissance Squadron there, 


General Johnson was one of the first four flying officers of the 
Eighth Air Force and served as assistant chief of staff for operations 
of that organization during its formative period, and when it went 
overseas in June, 192, In January, 193, he assumed command of the 
h:th Bomb Groupe This group took part in outstanding operations in the 
European Theatre and in June, 193, went to Africa on loan to the 
Ninth Air Force for the attack on the Ploesti oil fields in Rumania. 
After two months in Africa, he took the group back to England where it 
remained active until the end of World War II. 
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In September, 193, General Johnson organized the 1th Combat 
Bomb Wing, which continued under his command until the end of hostilities 
in Europe, He then returned with General Patton and General Doolittle 
for their tour of the United States, after which he was assigned as 
chief of Personnel Services in Washington. In May, 19h6, he was appoint- 
ed deputy to the assistant chief of air staff for personnel at Air Force 
headquarters and in April, 197, became commanding general of the 15th 
Air Force at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 


General Johnson assumed:command of the Third Air Division of the 
Ue Se Air Forces in Europe in August, 1948, He organized’ facilities in 
England for maintenance and support of Be29s rotated to Europe on train-= 
ing missions and for transport aircraft used in the Berlin Airlift. In 
February, 1950, he was appointed, in addition to his other duties, chief 
of the Military Assistance Advisory Group for the United Kingdom, 


In May, 1951, General of the Army Dwight D. Fisenhower, Supreme 
Allicd Commander, Europe, announced that the Third Air Division had been 
elevated to the Third Air Force, with General Johrison retaining command, 
The Third Air Force is under Headquarters, U,. S. Air Forces in Europe, 
and has responsibility for the administration and support of all U. Se 
Air Force units in England, General Johnson retained his duty as chief 
of the Military Assistance fdvisory Group for the United Kingdom, 


On January 30, 1952, General Johnson was named commanding general 
of the Continental Air Command at Mitchel fir Farce Base, New York. 


In 1943, General Johnson was awarded the Medal of Honor for heroism 
while leading a heavy bombardment group in an attack on important Ploesti 
oil refineries. 


He also has been awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, Silver 
Star, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and the Air Medal with Three @lusters, His foreign decorations 
include the French Legion of Honor in the grade of Chevalier, and Croix 
de Guerre, the Belgian Croix de Guerre, and the British Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 


General Johnson is rated a command pilot, combat observer, air- 
craft observer and technical observer, 


PROMOTTONS 


He was promoted to first licutenant (permanent) December 1, 1931; 
to captain (temporary) March 15, 1935; to captain (permanent) June 12, 
19363; to major (tomporary) November 16, 190; to licutenant colonel 
(temporary) January 5, 1923 to colonel (temporary) March 1, 1942; to 
major (permanent) June 12, 193; to brigadicr general (temporary) Novem- 
ber 6, 1943; to major general (temporary) October 27, 1947; to colonel 
(permanent) April 2, 193; to brigadicr general (permanent) June 1], 
19h8, with date of rank from March 25, 195; to major general (permanent) 
August 11, 1950, with date of rank from fpril 2, 195, 
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